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Agency for Healthcare         

Research and Quality has    

launched a database for     

providers to share evidence-

based practices to achieve 

better quality, affordable and 

accessible health care to     

improve patient outcomes. 

The database offers       

searchable innovations, tools 

for assessment, articles and 

resources and networking 

opportunities. 

Resources  

The National  Academy of Medicine (NAM) has launched a new initiative: 

Vital Directions of Health and Health Care, to inform our elected leaders 

about the next set of challenges and opportunities within healthcare reform. 

NAM will publish a series of perspectives authored by experts and guided by 

the steering committee, which is comprised of bipartisan leaders in health 

and health care. NAM is currently seeking public input to determine the 

scope of study and specific topic areas. To suggest potential topics (such as 

delivery reform, payment reform) please contact Program Manager, Morgan 

Kanarek. The deadline to submit your input is August 14, 2015.  
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Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has announced a Request 

for Applications (RFA) for the Million Hearts ® Cardiovascular Disease Risk 

Reduction Model. This will give the healthcare providers an opportunity to 

design sustainable models of care to help reduce the 10-year atherosclerotic 

cardiovascular disease (ASCVD) risk to prevent heart attacks and strokes to 

thousands of Medicare beneficiaries . To learn more, visit Million Hearts ™ 

Initiative  and CMS’ Million Hearts ™ Innovation Model . The deadline for 

submitting a letter of Intent (LOI) is September 4, 2015. 

Medicare: Comprehensive Care for 
Joint Replacement Payment Model  

CMS Funding Opportunity: Million 
Hearts® CVD Risk Reduction Model  

CMS has proposed a major change in the way Medicare will reimburse for 

hip and knee replacements. The proposal is part of an overarching effort of 

CMS to move from a payment method that rewards volume (fee-for-

service) to Alternative Payment Models (APM) that reward quality. The   

proposed rule will pay for an entire episode of care from surgery up to 90 

days after discharge and will be implemented in 75 markets across the 

country over the next 5 years. CMS is currently seeking public input for the 

proposed rule. The deadline to submit a formal comment is September 8, 

2015.  

National Academy of Medicine: Vital                 

Directions to Health and Health Care 

American Public Health          

Association has released a   

toolkit, which includes a     

series of fact sheets and     

issue briefs to highlight      

issues within the Affordable 

Care Act and its implications 

for public health. It also   

identifies opportunities for   

public health practitioners to 

engage in health systems    

transformation.  

https://innovations.ahrq.gov/
http://nam.edu/initiatives/vital-directions-for-health-and-health-care/?utm_source=IOM+Email+List&utm_campaign=3b62229c4a-7_30_15_Special_Announcement_Vital_Directions&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_211686812e-3b62229c4a-180155005
mailto:mkanarek@nas.edu
mailto:mkanarek@nas.edu
mailto:abalan@acpm.org?subject=Remove%20from%20HST%20Newsletter
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2015-Fact-sheets-items/2015-05-28.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2015-Fact-sheets-items/2015-05-28.html
http://millionhearts.hhs.gov/
http://millionhearts.hhs.gov/
http://innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/Million-Hearts/
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/07/14/2015-17190/medicare-program-comprehensive-care-for-joint-replacement-payment-model-for-acute-care-hospitals?utm_campaign=email+a+friend&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
http://www.apha.org/topics-and-issues/health-reform/transforming-health-systems
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Toolkits  

Housed within CMS, Health Care Payment Learning & Action Network  

(HCPLAN) brings together multiple stakeholders in the public and private 

sector to help advance adoption of value-based payments and Alternative 

Payment Models (APM). You can register to participate with the network.   

HCPLAN operates with the help of a Guiding Committee and Work Groups. 

CMS Alliance to Modernize Healthcare (CAMH), within MITRE Corporation, 

provides updates on HCPLAN through monthly webinars and newsletters. 

CAMH will also be organizing a stakeholder summit in the fall in Washington 

DC (date TBD).  

REGISTER for the upcoming webinar: August 17, 2015 : 12:00-1:30 PM ET. 

The webinar will provide updates on LAN activities and examples of            

innovative bundled payments on joint replacements.  
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 Alaska is one of 31 states to expand Medicaid as recommended by 

the Affordable Care Act. The proposed expansion would provide 

healthcare to 20,000 more workers, reduce spending by $6.6     

million in the first year and save additional 100 million over the 

next 6 years.  

 CMS has established a new process to streamline and renew   

Medicaid  Section 1115 demonstration waivers for existing        

programs and models that have shown successful outcomes.  

Recent HST developments  

New Hampshire has established Comprehensive Health Information 

System (CHIS) that allows consumers to compare costs on select 

healthcare services. Although a leader in the nation, NH’s efforts are 

limited by lack of hospital competition and lack of information about 

outcomes. But one hospital reduced their price based on the database 

and Colorado, Maine and Vermont have started similar databases to 

improve their transparency on prices for their consumers.  

SOPHE has released an            

advocacy toolkit that can be 

used to help states amend their 

Medicaid plan to allow for       

reimbursement to health       

education specialists for              

community-based preventive 

services. This toolkit was in    

response to January 2014 

CMS’s revision of the definition 

of preventive services allowing 

for reimbursement to non-

clinical practitioners  

HST in practice : New Hampshire  

As the aging population rises, 

there is an increase in need for 

Long Term Services and         

Supports (LTSS) . 70% over the 

age of 65 will use LTSS. Alliance 

for Health Reform has released 

a toolkit to provide an overview 

of the current LTSS system, 

trends in delivery and finance 

of care and current policy 

changes.  

http://innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/Health-Care-Payment-Learning-and-Action-Network/
http://innovationgov.force.com/hcplan
https://publish.mitre.org/hcplan/
https://publish.mitre.org/hcplan/guiding-committee/
https://publish.mitre.org/hcplan/work-groups/
https://publish.mitre.org/hcplan/upcoming-events/
https://publish.mitre.org/hcplan/resources/newsletters/
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/registrations/new?cid=dwgsz0w0fmws
http://kff.org/health-reform/slide/current-status-of-the-medicaid-expansion-decision/
http://gov.alaska.gov/Walker/press-room/full-press-release.html?pr=7229
http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-Guidance/downloads/CIB07242015-Fast-Track.pdf
http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/by-topics/waivers/1115/section-1115-demonstrations.html
https://nhchis.com/
https://nhchis.com/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20150716/NEWS/150719922?utm_source=modernhealthcare&utm_medium=email&utm_content=externalURL&utm_campaign=am
http://www.sophe.org/Sophe/PDF/Medicaid_Toolkit.pdf
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2015/07/28/dynamic-vision-is-a-cornerstone-of-state-payment-reform-initiatives/
http://www.allhealth.org/publications/Long-term_care/LTSS-Toolkit_166.pdf

